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About me (the short version!):

• Public high school in San Francisco Bay area 
– Enjoyed math, chemistry, writing

• Some engineers in the family, but first in family to get Ph.D.

• Undergraduate in Chemical Engineering at Caltech (1999)

• Masters’, Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering at MIT (2005)

• Postdoctoral research in Atmospheric Science at                            
University of WashingtonUniversity of Washington

• At Columbia since 7/2007



htt // ill l bhttp://www.mcneill‐lab.org



Research areasResearch areas
• Sources, chemistry, and climate properties of   
atmospheric particlesatmospheric particles

• Atmospheric chemistry of ice and snow  

USGS

NASA



Undergraduate coauthors on 
scholarly articles 



Choosing a college

• Research the best schools FOR YOUR INTEREST AREA

• Undergraduate research opportunities

• Size of the programp g

• Student/Professor ratio

• Other things that mightOther things that might 

be important to you
– Study abroad?Study abroad?

– Double majoring?

– Sports/Music/Other  



Opportunities for High School StudentsOpportunities for High School Students

• Cogito.org (Johns Hopkins CTY) internship databaseg g ( p ) p
http://www.cogito.org/Programs/programslist.aspx?internships

• University, National Lab summer programs
http://www.bnl.gov/education/

• NSF high school summer programs 
http://www nsf gov/news/news summ jsp?cntn id=111243http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=111243

• Museum programs
• AIChE 

http://www.aiche.org/Students/Careers/highschoolresources.aspx

• Externships  



• Bilingual (English‐A B

Spanish)

• What’s in the air?

• Ask a Scientist!

• GlossaryC

• COMING SOON: 
Educational 
Resources

http://www.mcneill‐lab.org/outreach/wordpress/



For more information

• The McNeill Group wwwmcneill‐lab org• The McNeill Group  www.mcneill‐lab.org

• American Institute of Chemical Engineers  
www.aiche.orgg

• Profiles of Chemical Engineers
http://www.careercornerstone.org/chemeng/profiles/chemengprofiles.htm

• American Chemical Society www.acs.org
‐ ACS Scholars (scholarship program for African American, Hispanic, and American Indian   Students)
http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content? nfpb=true& pageLabel=PP SUPERARTICLE&nop //p g/p / / g/ _ p _p g _
de_id=1648&use_sec=false&sec_url_var=region1&__uuid=524a9b5b‐0c79‐4738‐a941‐
67f611eb66f2

• Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE)Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE)
www.shpe.org

• National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) www.nsbe.org

• National Organization for the Professional Advancement of Black Chemists and Chemical 
Engineers (NOBCChE) http://www.nobcche.org/


